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Application Number 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-10, 23-25, 28, 32-33 all partly; 11-14, 26,27, 34, 35 

flame retardant resin composition comprising A) HIPS and B) 
flame retardant of formula II and having good flame 
retardancy, heat resistance, and impact resistance. 



2. claims: 1-10, 23-25, 28, 32-33 all partly; 15-18, 36, 37 

flame retardant resin composition comprising A) HIPS and B) 
flame retardant of formula 12 and having good flame 
retardancy, heat resistance, and impact resistance. 



3. claims: 1-10, 23-25, 28, 32-33 all partly; 19-22, 29-31, 38, 39 

flame retardant resin composition comprising A) HIPS and B) 
flame retardant of formula 13 and having good flame 
retardancy, heat resistance, and impact resistance. 



Specification of the reasons for which the European Application 
00946410.8 is not considered as complying with the requirements of unity 
of invention according to Article 82 CBE. 

In order to satisfy the requirements of unity according to Art. 82 CBE, 
the content of an application shall relate to only one invention or a 
group of inventions so linked as to form a single inventive concept, i.e. 
when there is a technical relationship among those inventions involving 
one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. The 
expression "special technical features" shall mean those technical 
features that define a contribution which each of the claimed inventions, 
considered as a whole, makes over the prior art. 

The general problem presented by the present application is to provide a 
flame retardant resin composition having good heat resistance and impact 
resistance. 

Three alternative solutions to solve this problem are provided for in the 
independent claim 1 and its dependent claims 11, 15, and 19, namely the 
use in a HIPS composition of a flame retardant according to formula II, 
12, or 13. 

The common technical feature linking these alternatives is a HIPS 
composition comprising a flame retardant according to formula I. 
The common technical effect linking these alternative is a resin 
compositions having good heat resistance and impact resistance. 

Dl (US-A-4 154 775) and D2 (US-A-4 520 152) both discloses HIPS/PPE 
compositions comprising a flame retardant according to formula II and 12, 
respectively (see relevant passages cited in the search report, in 
particular the table in column 4 of Dl and D2). 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

The advantageous technical effects according to the present invention, 
namely good flame retardancy, heat distortion, and impact resistance are 
also disclosed in D1-D2, such that the inventive idea underlying the 
current application is obvious. " 

As a result, it is concluded that the single general concept between the 
above listed groups of inventions is neither novel nor inventive over 
D1-D2. Thus, the subject matter of the present application is a 
posteriori non-unitary. 



The application contains three (3) groups of inventions. Consequently, 
the three different inventions listed above are not linked together as to 
form a single general inventive concept within the meaning of Art. 82 
EPC. In accordance with R. 46(1) EPC, the search report has been drawn up 
for the first invention mentioned in the claims, i.e. for Group 1 as 
defined above. If the search report is to cover the other inventions 
mentioned above (subjects 2 to 3), a further search fee must be paid for 
each invention involved. 
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